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Here is no impoſitid of aflici- 
on laid vp mikind by d pour⸗ 
erkul bad of God, but it es ei- 
e ther to dꝛaw vs vnts bim, s to 
teach vs to bend all dux intend - 

AD mets to celeſtialhappines,o2to 
d ) withdzaw vsfrom the wozld, 
ano ts fozewarn vs not fo rely 
our hopes — ber llipperp tearmes: Foz what 
tal we get by being willing cuſtomers vnto her, but 
falſe ware ſuitable to the ſhop ol ſuch a Marchant: het 


traffick is buttoile „ her wealth traſh, and her gaine 
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miſchiete: It we conflder where we are, what tate 
me tand in, The daungers that hang auer vs, and 
dur oadinary wantes, and amiſſes: Mee ſhall finde 
dur whole life ſo neceCarfly iopned with ſoꝛrow, 
that we ought rather delight ( and take pleaſure )in 
Gods louing chaſtiſements, and admonttions , then 
any wap murmure andgrudqg? at our crofſes , 02 trt- 
bulations: Conſider (ſaith Saint Bernarde ) From 
whom thou commeſt,and bluth whether thou goeſt, 
and fearc here thou liueſt, and lament, Wee are 
begotten in vncleanenes, nouriſhed in darkenes, and 
b:ought foꝛth with thꝛobbes, and thzowes « Our 
Inkancie is but a dꝛeame, sur youth but madneſie, - 
our manheoda combat, our age a fickaes, our whole 
life miſery, and our death hozroz. | 
If we haut any thing that doth delight vs, it is in 

ſo many hazards, that the feare of looſing it, is moze 
then the top ofenioping it. At we haue any thing that 
doth annop vs, the agreeuance therok encreaſeth, with 
the doubt ot as euill, oz wo2ſe , that may ſtraight en- 
ſue after it: which:-way can wee caſt our epes. but 
that we hall finde cauſe of complaint and heanines2 
Theſe are fo:cible motiues to perſwade vs to ſuffer 
our affiictions with patience. ; 
If wee looke vp towards heauen, from thence we 
are baniſhed: It we looketowards earth, That is 
our pꝛiſon: On the right hand we haue Vertue, whoſe 
ſteps wos baue not folowes: On the leit hand we haue 
Vice, whoſe courſe we haue purſued: Befoze vs wes 
daue out deat — to deuoure vs: behinde — — 

ic 


of $ Edmondes-lange 


wicked life, readie to accuſe vs: And on euery fide; 
dayly and deadly adaerſaries, re: die to entrap vs. 
Oh how much then are wozldlings deceiued, that 
walke in magnis & mirabihbus ſuper ſe? in greate 
things and merualles aboue them ſelues? that res 
iopce in the time of weeping, that make this life 
their happines, and their pallate of pleaſure: that e⸗ 
teme a tclicions to be diſhonozable,that think to goe 
to heauen, by the wide way. only leadeth to perditi⸗ 
en. Jfflictionsare louiag and fatherly coʒrea ions to 
winne vs to hrauen, Tye path that goeth thit ber is 
narrow, rough, 4 fally weariſome, t tyi ing aſcents 
their way therſoze is wong, their erroz grofſe, and 
their ruine is affured,Þ after the fops of many that 
baue patiently trode the wape to heauen by croſſes g 
fribolations, will not learne to ſettls theirfooting. 
The contentions ot this life > baue nothing cer⸗ 
tain, but true miſerie, rough ſtoꝛmes, ſolace full cf 
ſadneſſe, and hopes full of ha ard: thuy axe like faire 
weather in winter, nothing durable, like a calme in 
the Sea, alwapes vncertaine: like the Readineflg 
ofthe Poone 5 is euer in changing: they reſemblg 
the Cockatrices egge, faire without t fonle within: 
Nabuchodonozors Image, that had the face and 
head of gold, but earthen and bittle feete: Oz the 
ſweete Riner that ranneth into the ſalt Sea. 
Oeeing theretoꝛe that croſſes and afllidtous oʒ a⸗ 
ny erternall catamitſes, are but meanes to remem- 
ber vs of our place, ſlate, 4 daunger,and but ſeedes 


efcomfozt to ſuch as emoye them, how ſoeuerſhep 
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ſeeme heere couered and cozrupted in earth, and te- 
dious to mans vndergoing let vs ſolace our ſelues 
in hape of a iopfull concluſion. 

Wee are here but Pilgrimes, we haue no Citi 
of aboade , but hope foz a future place of reſt. Jf aur 
way ſhould be altogether beſet with pleaſures and 
deligbtes , wee ſhould eaſily be hindered in our iour - 
ney towards heauen, beeing dzawne and with- 
belde, with the view and defire of thoſe allurements. 
CThereloze God hath layed in the wap of thzough- 
fare, ſome tedious and diſtersfakl oppoſitions to 
put vs in minde of our heauenly repoſe » and to teach 
vs to runne ouer the cares of this like with patience. 
God hath his ſecret lone toman-kinde , and his ſe- 
uerall puniſhements fo2 ſinne, which bee often times 
doth oxtily inflict vppon vs to dzawe vs to amends 
ment. | 
Thole creatures which in the firſt parliament of 
dur creation, were appointed fo.beourcomfozts, are 
many times ſent foʒth with ſundzy rods ts ſcourge 
vs, to cozrec vs, nay to dzawe blood ol vs fo2 our 
ſinnes. There is pet ameanes to be made fo2 our re- 
cuncilement: Donne and heire apparant te the Bing 
of heauen , mediat s bet weene his Father and vs, to 
make our peace with him: it may eaſily be effeced, it 
we ſhake offand abandon thoſe vile enoꝛzmities, and 
baſe company of ſinnes, that attainte euerp one ot 
vs. It wee doe not, bee will aſſaredlp turne his 
thzeatnings into blowes, and his louing mercy in⸗ 
to ſeuere Juſtice: and thoſe conſuming _ 
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which bee hath of late but ſcattered in diuers partes 
ofthis Kingdome : hee will at one time, and in one 
place, caſt all together, andmakeof the wozld one 
geernall bone-fier and that on a ſovaine , foz not 
making right vie ot his diners fatherly and gentle 
admonitſons. 

Among which, this affliction of Fire, that befell 
to the Towne of S. Edmonſ. burie in Suffolke, de- 
ſerues with all pittie to be pittied, and to be reckoned 
(in the remfb2ance of many other) as an impoſition 
ofcalamitie laid vppon thatplaceby the hand and 
power of Godfoz their ſecret ſins and offences. The 
beginning of which fire, as it was by the remiſſe and 
ficepie negligente of a Deruant,©o did it pꝛoue to be 
ol verie diſmall, and diſaſter conſeqnence . Jt was 
ſach as none could beholde it without trembling, nei⸗ 
ther can any heare it, and not ſhed teares in aboun⸗ 
dance, to ſee the miſeries that were, kindled by 


kf. 


T hapned on Pimday the fenth of Apꝛill, betweene 

eight and nine ol the clock in the mozning, without 
the eaſt gate of the ſame Towne, in a place called 
Eaſt- gate ſtreet, in the houſe of one Randall a Malt · 
ſter. And notwithſtanding that at firſt it began halle 
a mile from the Parket place, pet was it catryed thi⸗ 
ther by the violence ol the winde, where it did thoſe 
ſeuerall hurts, as will not be made god in long time, 
ns2 without great ſummes of money. In deſcribing. 


which ſad repozt, pou ſhall behold the names of _ 
that 
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that are fallne into miſerie by the ſame: As alſo 
the places where thechiefe hurts and ouerthꝛewes 


| 


| banebene, with ſeuerall hot encounters, # (ome part 
br the ſpoiles. 


The verie Market place, that was the beantie and 


| e2namentefthe whole towne, was the pzincipal and 
| chfefeſt part y felt the farieofthis fierie aſſault, That 
| placeÞbefoze was had in ſuch admirationſoꝛ þ god; 


| Iyhonſes t p; manner of their ately buildings, was 
by this vntimely accident vtterly defaced,# made a 


| rude continent of heapes of ſtones and peeces, of 
Timber, tbat but newly fell from thoſe late burnt 
' houſes. The Ware-bouſes and Dellars about the 
Market place,wherein were great ſtoze of Filhſalt, 
' Duger, Spices ,and man other cõmodities of great 
value, were by this fire all turned into Aſhes, now 
ſerue ſoꝛ nothing but reffuſe. 


This fire bzoght to the Market place by the tem- 


peſt of winde hath blowne a great number bpon the 
Rocks,of ſuch pouertie and Piſerie, that the loſſe 


that the to one hath receined by the ſame, is thought 
not able to be made good againe, vnleſſe the eye of 
compaſſion extend it ſelfe to the largeſt compaſſe and 
limits of this Land in her bebalfe. The walles, Fen- 


tes, and hedges within the towne, ore all laide leuell 
to the ground, by this furious inuader, who no ſooner 
entred, but he was inflamed with o zide, and got inte 


the higheſt and chickeſt places, wbere her encountred 


with the ſtouteſt and talleſt ot them, and neuer ceaſes 


till he bzought them as lo we as earth, 


— ——— * — 
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The lamentable ſhzickes of women, the cries of poze chil 
dꝛen, the aſtoniſhment, and wilde lookes of all men at this 
ſudden and vntimely accident, no man can truely expꝛeſſe: 
the danger that this terrible tempeſt bzought with it, 
wꝛought vnſpeakeable feare in the hearts of all that were 
neere bnto it; but the ſudden and ſtrange cruelty of the 
ſame,bzed the greater terrour and amazement : men ſeuerally 
imploped, and going about their ozdinary occaſſions of buſi- 
nes, were compelled (ſeeing ſo dzcadfull an enemy appꝛoch⸗ 
ing) to lie backe to their houſes, pet befoze they could enter, 
death ſtod at the dooꝛes ready to receiue them. 

Mhole Cozne-mowes and Pay- mowes, (the one reſer- 
ued foz mans food, the other foz ſuſtenance ofcattell} were all 
qinte tonſumed by this merciles aducrſary, The loſſes wher- 
ot were io great, and innumerable,as none knowes the griefe 
thercof,foz the pzcſcnt, but the owners of them. 

But to deſcend from the gencrall ſpople( which was great) 
to ſome particular loſſes (which were as grieuous.) Let vs 
behold the lamentation of P. Pinner a Gzocer , dwellingin 
S. Edmonds-bury afozeſaid , and in the market place, in the 
pariſh of Saint Iames, (where the moſt hurt was done) with 
the complaints and bewailings,which himſelfe,his wife, and 
childzen powꝛe out foz that miſery which the cruelty of this 
fire hath excerciſed vpon them: whereby he loſt not onely all 
that ſubſtance that was his owne, but alſo thoſe wares which 
he had of other mens; lo that he is doubly vndone: this fire 
ſhewed his gliſtering triumphs in denouring his gods, plate, 
and money, and in (wallowing and eating vp a newe built 
houſe to the ground; that but lately befoze coſt him foure 02 
fiuehundzed pounds the erecting. 

He that the day befoze was eſteemed a man (at the leaſt) 
wozth two oz tha thouſand pounds, was by this vntimely 
accident vtterly vndone, his goods being quite deſtroped and 
tonſumed, himſelſe (in his eſtate) was made leſſe wozth then 
nothing. They that befozewere wont to comfozt the 2 
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ſed,and to feed their neighbonrs , and other inhabitants with 


b2ead, are by this in danger to periſh foz want of reliefe, being 


now ready to beg bꝛead themſelues. 

Mann people that loſt their goods, and got from the perill 
ofthe fire; eſcaping with their liues, are ſince fallen ſicke with 
the very feare, and ſuddaine fright of it, and remaine in great 


danger and doubt of recouerp: the fire hauing deſtroped all | 


meanes that ſhould comfo2zt them in this their diſtreſſe. 


The lead of the market · croſſe x the croſſe it ſelfe was vtterly | 
ruinate t conſumed tothe ground by the violent blow ofthis | 
hot encounter. Here might vou ſee men, women, e child2en in 
great multitudes, come crying out foz ſafety, and ready to 
runne out of their wits: ſeeing that which maintayned their 
liucs ſpoiled befoze their faices; and pet glad to fozſake all 
that they haue in the world, and to ſhift ſoz their poꝛe liues: 
many were ſharers in this one ill bargaine, pet in the end all 


loſers. So furious & fiery was this ſharpe aſlault, that euen 
that which many men had bꝛought into the ſtreetes out of 
their houſes, in hope to be ſaued, was loſt c conſumed in the 
flames, Many ofthe inhabitants, beioze this vnhappy ac⸗ 
cident fell vpon them, were of good abilitte; and with that 
ſubſtance which God ( thzough their honeſt endenours ) had 
beſtowed vpon them, they were charitable reliencrs of their 
pooze neighbours within the towne; but now euen thoſe to 
whom they haue fozmerly giuen bzead , are ready to be lolici⸗ 
ted in the like extremity of want by them (ik they had it) foz 
reliefe:and now their caſes being made all alike by this ty⸗ 
rannous enmp of the woꝛld, and vnmercifull deſtroper of all 


things, being all depꝛiued of meanes, thoy are all in like dan⸗ 


ger to ſtarue, vnles the hands of Gods people be opened in 
their comfozt. h 
But to digreſſe a little, to paſſe from Pꝛeambles fo the thing 
indeed, from gentle warnings to the penaltpit ſelfe. This 
ſcourg of ſin; this fozementioned milery is but a verie ſmal re- 
ſẽblance in reſpect of y which is tocome:if we neglect to _—_ 
rig 


—ͤ—— — 


| 


of S. Edmunds- bury. 
right vſe thereof to the behoofe of our ſoules: Iitium autem 
dolorum hac: Theſe ate but a beginning of griefes. Theſe 
ſtrange euents are but pꝛognoſtications of woꝛſe to come, as 
a ſincke in reſpect of a moꝛe terrible enſuing fire, and like a 
muſtering of ſouldiers befoze the ſad battell. Let therefoze 
thele afflictions and (ome other late croſſes and calamities 
(the feeling whercofts yet freſh in our memozies) pꝛeuaile 
with vs, not to lumber out our time in careles ſecurity,but to 
Win grace 4 fauour at Gods hands by amendmet of our lines, 
Fo2 if there be a neglect ofthis, what will the paines be that 
thele beginnings poztend 2 How rigozrous will that ſentence 
be, that hath ſo fearcfull remonſtrances befo2e.the iudgement: 

But not fo enlarge mp ſelfe in this. Let vs looke backe to 

the miſery and calamity that hath alſo befallen to P. Cox 
a Dꝛaper, dwelling both in the lame towne andpariſh, whoſe 
houſe the flame ofthis fire ſwallowed with vnſatiable iawes, 
and conſumed into aſhes:burning al his goods and houſhold- 
ſtuffe, and leauing nothing to put bzead into the monthes of 
him bis wife, and childꝛen, ſaue onely a little arne, ofſmall 
account oz value, which he had, and was pꝛeſerued by great 
chance ina warehouſe he had in Rotten row. a place not farre 
from the market place afozeſaid. 

All hands laid about them in this firy conflict (as if that 
enemies had beene marching to beſie ze the Towne) to ſaue 
and truſſe vp what they could, and be gone: but behold how 
ſwift is miſcheele, when God dꝛiues it befoꝛe him to the pu⸗ 
niſhment of our ſinnes: all were labouring to beare away 
ſome ot their gods, but befoze their burthens could be taken 
bp, they were compelled to foꝛſake them, & fo loke about fo: 
the ſafegard of their lines , leauing the reſf to the mercy 
of the fire, 

The deſolafe-effcs that. this cruell Element wꝛought in 
Saint Edmonds-bury afozeſaid, is able to thawe the moſt 
frozen heart, and to wozke a relenting in the moſt obdurate 
ſpirit that is. Whole fury was ſo vehement, that from the 
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Monday it began, till the Wedneſday after, the rage thereof 
could not be fully extinguiſhed, noz could it bee tyhzough⸗ 
ly quenched, albeit all the welles and pondes about the 
towne, were dzawne dzy to that purpoſe, This heat as it con- 
ſumed two hundzed dwelling youſes, and vpwardes tn the 
ſame towne, with their houſhold-uffe, and barnes with 
much Cozne vnthzeſhed in them, with many thouſand quar- 
ters of wheat, barley, and rie, thzeſhed and laide vppe in 
Chambers, Yozſes in the the ſtable, U ine, Swine, and other 
Cattel: ſo did the rage thereof continue ts adde greefe and 
ſo:row to a place that ot it ſelfe miniſtreth nothing but matter 


of ſoꝛrow, namely the Pꝛiſon of the ſame fowne, which in 


ſho:t ſpace (the pꝛiſoners fo; the time being remoued) by the 
merciles iudgement of fire was condemned to be burned, and 


quite conſumed into aſhes. Pany inhabitants are impoueri⸗ 


ſhed by it, g moſt of them vndone foꝛ euer: many thouſandes of 
pounds cannot make god the loſſes & ſpoiles that this fowne 
hath receiued hereby. The miſery ofthis place is matchles,the 


loſles ofthepcople numberles, x their cares,cureles: foz what 


à ſtrange alteration may it be thought to them, p were wont fo 
ſuccoz g hatboz others in diffreſſe, to be nowleft ſaccourles, x 
made deſtitute of harbour themſelues, by the violent blowe of 
this ſtozme 2 and euen in a moment of time to bs defect ano 
thꝛowne done from the toppe of riches and well - fare, to the 
moſt lowe degrees and conditions of ponerty , and ſozrowe ? 
and inſtead ofchoire and delicate diet; of faire dwellings ,and 
ofſoft lodging, to haue now no fode at all; nocerfainedw:1- 
ling, but the miery frame of this wild woꝛld to walke in: and 
no better lodging then the bare ground? This Towne lo fa- 
mous befoꝛe fo beautie and fo2 ſtatelines of building, is now 
vntimely defaccd,x ouerthzowne by this ſodaine milks2tune, 
and deſerues no leſſe to be pitied and relieued, then that aflli⸗ 
ion did, which the citty of Cannas, the adiopning places 
thereof felt ſo grieuoullp, that all the houſes ofthe ſame being 


conered and oppzeſſed with heaps of burying aſhes, the Ro- 
mans 


| 
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mans in very pity of their eſtates) were contented to releaſe' | 
them tenne peeres tribute, to repaire the ineſtimable damages 
ok one ſuch irruption. J pꝛay God that the inhabitants of this 
diſtrefed place may but finde (amongſt vs) parte of the like 
tomfoꝛte and feeling compaſſion inthis io (ad extremity. 

To this cruell wild fire ſtoꝛme that ſo raigned in th: houſes, 
and wꝛougt fuch lamentable ſpoils to this poꝛe Towne,may 
be added another caſualtie and calamitie that did lay hold 
vpon a carte, comming loaden to the Parket with Coꝛne and 
increaſed the loꝛrow of her ewner, by the rage of the flames, 
which were no ſoner carried to her by the violence of the 
wind, buf ſhe was quife conſumed, and the Cozne burned, 
and two oꝛ thꝛee of her hoꝛſes turned info aſhes, to the great 
ſoꝛrow of ſuch as ſaw it, and could not helpe it, and the ineffa⸗ 
ble diſcomfozt of manp, that might haue beene reliened by it. 

The diligent and induſtrious care of the Juſtites of the 
peace, that were there at that time aſſembled at the quarter 
Seſſions , and of many others met there together by thoſe 
occaſions , deſerues not to paſſe vnremembꝛed: who by their 
examples ſtirred vp many (as much as in them lap) to vſe 
their bet meanes to appeaſe this heate; which notwithſtan⸗ 
ding continued ſo ſtrong in the aſſault, that it conſumed, as is 
afozeſaid, two hundzed and odde dwelling houſes: and foz all 
that was 02 could be done, it is thought and repozted from 
the mouths of very ſufficient and iudicious perſons, that an 
hundzed thouſand _ will not make good the loſſes that 
this towne of S. Edmonds. bury hath reteiueb by this fire, 
noꝛ recouer it to the fo2mer eſtatè: which beſides the wzacke 
— ol houſes that by this calamity of fire were laid leuell with 
the ground, loſt alſo her ſubſtance and riches ofco2ne, money, 
gold,plate,wares, xc. of infinite value and mealure, where- 
with the ſame was foꝛmerly ffo2td, to the vnrecouerable vn⸗ 
doing ofthe owners thereof, and of their wines and childzen, 
who by this meanes are left quite deſtitute of means cuen to 


maintaine their wzetched bodies with food, 
B 3 And 
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And now becauſe the conſideration of that which our ſing 
haue deſerned, is a fozcible motiue to digeſt with patience, 
thele 02 an croſſes 02 miſeries that befall vnto vs: let vs 
call to minde what God might turther haue laide vpon vs, 
beſides this, 02 our late afflictions of plague, fires, waters, 
froſt, ac. and pet not onely not exceeded the boũd of his luſtice, 
but haue ſlili ſhewed himſclte of infinite mercy: ſoz it is a gee 
nerall Axiome, and an appꝛoued vexity, ratified by the com- 
mon conlent of all Diuines: c hat as God doth reward aboue 
our deſerts, and in his eternall retompence. farre exceedeth 
the value of any woꝛkes we can doe; ſo on the other ſide doth 
he chaſtiſe karre vnderneath the rate of our miſdeedes: and 
(his infinite iuſtice conſidered) his greateſt puniſhment a- 
mounteth not to the exceedingheynouſnes of the leaſt of our 
ſinnes, And ſeeing the iniuries that we daily offer to ſo in 
finite a Maieſty, in ſo oppꝛobꝛious and deſpightfull manner, 
(being ſo farreinferio2, and ſo highly beholding vato him): 
are ſo many in number, ſo grieuous in qualitie, and fo 02- 
dinary in experience with all men, though God ſhould 
double and treble all puniſhments offinne , and lay them on 
ſinners backes foz their ſeuzralloffences , yet might he iuſtly 
double them anew, and as often as he thought good, with- 
out doing any iniury tothe offendozs, yea, and puniſhing far 
leſſe then their deſerts. 

Let vsnot then thinke much , if wee, whoſe offences are 
moſt grieuous, ſuffer afew ſconrges.and afflictions, but rather 
account them as eaſie meſſengers to call vs homewards, and 
as motiues to dzaw vs to amendment: that euery man par⸗ 
ticularly deſcending into himſelfe , may learne to ſtrike laile 
to his ſinnes, and put his ſoule into the ſale harbour of Peni⸗ 
tence, leſt remapning ſtill in the ſcope of wicked winds and 
weather, ſome inexpected gulls and ſuddaine ſtoꝛme daſh him 
vpon the rocke of eternall ruine. God grant there enſue not 
a ſecond affliction wozſe then this, by n and care⸗ 
les ſecuritꝑ. 


FINIS. 


